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In the May 2008 issue of EHP, I indicated in the editorial “Recent 
Changes at Environmental Health Perspectives” that we were plan­
ning to implement a new web-based manuscript submission and 
tracking system. I am pleased to announce that, as of 15 July 2008, 
all manuscripts submitted to the journal are being handled by 
ScholarOne’s Manuscript Central. We are joining more than 
170 societies and publishers (> 1,850 books and journals) in using 
this system. 

At the present time, all commentaries, reviews, and research arti­
cles are initially screened by an advisory board to determine if they 
meet criteria relative to originality, scientific quality, environmental 
significance, appropriate degree of speculation, clarity of presenta­
tion, and conciseness. About 60% of the 1,200 manuscripts submit­
ted to the journal each year are rejected without further review. 
Those papers selected for peer review are assigned to an associate 
editor, who is responsible for identifying reviewers and coordinating 
the peer review of the manuscript. Ultimately, the Associate Editors 
recommend to the editor-in-chief whether a paper should be pub­
lished in EHP. Approximately 40% of all peer-reviewed papers are 
accepted for publication. 

In 2007, we determined that the average time to first decision for 
papers was approximately 2 months, and the average time from sub­
mission to acceptance was about 6.5 months. Our goal is to shorten 
the time between submission and acceptance of manuscripts by 20%. 
We believe that Manuscript Central will help us achieve that goal by 
streamlining what is currently a labor-intensive process. It will also 
significantly improve our ability to track manuscripts during the 
review process and provide critical information to the editor-in-chief 
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and associate editors concerning expertise 
and performance of potential reviewers. 

Before submitting a paper for the first 
time using the new system, authors will 
need to register with Manuscript Central at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ehp, 

where they will be asked to provide five or more keywords concern­
ing their research expertise and interests. Then authors will be 
guided through a few simple steps to submit their papers. 

Once a paper is in the system, it will be tracked automatically 
by Manuscript Central. Because this system is web-based, all asso­
ciate editors will be able to access the database to determine the sta­
tus of papers assigned to them and retrieve information concerning 
potential reviewers. Of course, Manuscript Central is password 
protected, and information concerning authors and reviewers will 
be available only to the editor-in-chief and the relevant associate 
editors. 

We at EHP are excited by the opportunities afforded by the 
implementation of Manuscript Central. We look forward to con­
tinuing to receive high-quality research papers on environmental 
health sciences and the satisfaction of knowing that we are pub­
lishing the best research in the most timely and efficient manner 
possible. 
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Effective 1 August 2008, EHP is implementing new page charges of $30.00 per accepted manuscript page. This is a change from 
our former policy of charging by the printed journal page, and we hope authors will enjoy the benefit of receiving their page charge 
information earlier in the production process. In calculating page charges, we will include only text pages of the final accepted 
Microsoft Word version of the manuscript (excluding the first three pages containing the title page, lists of keywords and abbrevia­
tions, and outline of section headers). 

As of 1 August, we are also instituting a new policy of charging for color figures (e.g., graphs, maps, schematics, photographs). For 
many years we have been proud to offer our authors free color printing; however, as a government publication, we must find ways to 
offset our expenses to ensure responsible stewardship of our federal funding. Therefore, authors henceforth will pay $500.00 for the 
first color figure and $100.00 for each additional figure. (A figure includes, for example, parts A–D, and the complete figure must fit 
on one page or less.) 

Authors will still be billed for page and color charges, but bills will be sent earlier in the production process (soon after acceptance). 
We are pleased to offer our new Manuscript Central site at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ehp and hope you will enjoy this 
improved submission system. 
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